
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

  

March 10, 2009 

 
To:       The OISE Community 
  
From:    Joe Weinberg 
             Chief Administrative Officer 
  

Re:  OISE Building and Operations Update – March 2009  
  
I am pleased to provide OISE faculty, staff and students with a status report on projects 
in and around the OISE building as well as an update on other building-related 
activities. 
 

1.  COMPLETED PROJECTS 

 

5th Floor Stairway Extension  
The stairway extension from the 4th floor to the 5th floor was completed in early 
December, with the required signage in place marking this exit on the 5th floor.  This is 
also significant in that we now have sufficient emergency exiting capacity from the 5th 
floor to permit additional occupancy on that floor.   
 

  
 

5TH Floor Barrier-Free Washroom 

The new barrier-free washroom on the 5th floor lobby area was placed in-service in 
December and is available for use.  Wayfinding signage has been added to the 5th floor 
to direct people to the washroom, and the availability of this washroom has been noted 
on the “accessibility panel” on the lobby digital display directory.   
 

  
 

Auditorium Modernization 

Over a 3-week period in December, the OISE Auditorium received a major facelift with 
the complete replacement of its carpeting and seating.  The 500-seat auditorium now 
has a fresh new look with beige carpet and deep red upholstered seats with woodgrain 
tablet arms.  As well, there are designated wheelchair locations in the transition section 
between the lower and upper sections of seating. 
 

  
 

Ground Floor – Food Services  
In January, ARAMARK completed the installation of a “bagel station” as part of the OISE Café.  



The bagel station features a bagel slicer and two pop-up toasters and complements a new 

selection of bagels, jams and spreads.   

 

  
 

In February, ARAMARK agreed to provide additional lunch-time offerings.  On 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, the OISE Café will be featuring a selection of stir-fry dishes.  
On Wednesdays, there will be freshly prepared salads and wraps.   
 

  
 

Bloor-Bedford Parkette 

With the melting of snow, you may now notice the completion of several paved 
walkways criss-crossing the Parkette just east of the OISE building.   In the spring, the 
remaining work will be completed with the installation of lighting and bench seating, 
together with sod placement and attractive planting.  We can look forward to the warmer 
weather and taking advantage of this green space right next to us.   
 

Parking Garage – Bicycle Area Clean-up 

Over the holiday break, the bicycle rack area on P1 received a long-overdue cleanup.  
Abandoned bicycles were removed and the area was swept.  We hope to be able to 
make further improvements to this area in the near future. 
 

 

2.  UPCOMING PROJECTS 

 

5th Floor Classrooms and Lounge 

With the completion of the 5th floor stairway extension, we are now proceeding with the 
design and specification for two new 68-person classrooms, five 36-person classrooms 
and a lounge area on the 5th floor.  We plan to go out to tender for the construction 
portion of the work in March, begin construction in April and complete the project in time 
for the start of classes in September 2009.  The new classrooms will feature tables and 
chairs with casters so that they are easily reconfigured to support a variety of teaching 
styles, and can be easily collapsed and nested for additional flexibility in each room.  
We are also planning to install ceiling-mounted A/V equipment, with wall-mounted 
controls for the smaller rooms and the new smart classroom standard consoles in the 
larger rooms.    
 

 

 

Ground Floor Washrooms – Renovation and Accessibility Improvements 

Although auto-door openers were installed late last on the Men’s and Women’s 
washrooms on the ground floor, I had indicated that the narrow access into these 
washrooms left them somewhat short from being considered fully accessible.  I am 
pleased to report that, thanks to the allocation of some deferred maintenance funding, 
we are planning to do a much-needed renovation of these washrooms and construct a 



separate barrier-free washroom.  Work is in the planning stages, but we hope to be able 
to complete these renovations / additions over the summer. 
 

  

3.  SUSTAINABILITY 

The Sustainability Advisory Committee (SAC) co-hosted a very successful Sustainability 
workshop on February 9th entitled “Building a Culture of Sustainability: Learning and 
Doing”.  I was honoured to open the evening with a few remarks about the SAC, and we 
then heard from featured speakers from the Ministry of Education - Environmental 
Education unit, the Canadian Confederation of Students and U of Ts Sustainability 
Office.  The evening concluded with a workshop / discussion on personal action plans 
for improving the environment.  Several vendors / interest groups also had display 
tables for the evening. 
 

  
 

The SAC is now engaged in planning a Sustainability Fair to be held at OISE on April 
7th.   
 

  
 

We are also proceeding with the design and specification work associated with the 
installation of motion / occupancy sensor controlled lighting in various classrooms and 
common areas throughout the building.  
 

  
 

4.  SMOKING MEMO 

 

Just a reminder, that a recent memorandum from the Acting Dean of OISE and Director 
of the School of Continuing Studies requests staff or students who may chose to smoke 
outside of the OISE building to do so ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE BUILDING, partly 
down the concourse and AWAY FROM THE GLASS DOORS.  I wish to thank all of 
those people who have responded to this request and are helping to make our WEST   
ENTRANCE and EAST ENTRANCE truly smoke-free.  Please pass this message onto 
any students or others who may not regularly receive these e-mails.   
 

  
 

  
 

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me at 416-978-7779 or 
contact me via e-mail me at jweinberg@oise.utoronto.ca. 

  


